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1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomri PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This is in response to amendment received on 06/13/06. Claims 1 and 7-9 were 
amended. Clams 1-10 are examined below. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: in claim 7 there is no antecedent basis for the "unconnected 
front and rear vertical pleats". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Inman (US 
1,177,952). 

In regard to claim 9, Inman teaches a liner capable of being attached to an outer 
shell of a fire protective coat (figure 1 and 2). The liner (12) including an inner thermal 
layer of elastic tape (page 2, lines 55-66) and an outer layer of material that inherently 
provides to a degree a moisture barrier (1). The moisture barrier layer (1) including a 
body portion and right and left sleeves (4) connected to the body portion (figure 1). The 
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body portion including a back portion liaving riglit and left darts therein respectively near 
the right and left sleeve (figure 1 and 2). Front and rear darts extending from 
longitudinal seams in each of the right and left sleeves near the body portion (figures 1 
and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4, Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Inman. 
Inman teaches a garment as described above In claim 9. Further, Inman teaches 

the front and rear darts extending from longitudinal seams in the right and left sleeves 
being in register with each other (page 1, lines 71-79). However, Ferreiro fails to 
specifically teach the front and rear darts in the right and left sleeves being located 
between 1 and 3 inches from the body portion. 

It would have been obvious for the front and rear darts in the right and left 
sleeves being located between 1 and 3 inches from the body portion because 
depending upon the size of the garment and the spacing of the darts, the darts are 
capable of being 1 and 3 inches from the body portion. As long as the darts located on 
the right and left sleeves provide greater mobility to the user of the garment the spacing 
of the darts would be chosen based upon size of the user and garment. 
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5. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inman (US 1,177,952) in view of Harvey (US 4,509,213). 

In regard to claim 7, Inman teaches a coat (1) that is capable of being worn as an 
outer shell for a fire protective coat. A body portion formed by right and left front panel 
and a back panel and right and left sleeves attached to the body portion (figures 1 and 
2). The back panel including a right vertical pleats (6) extending downwardly from a 
shoulder seam (3) near the right sleeves and a left vertical pleat extending downwardly 
from the shoulder seam near the left sleeve (figures 1 an 2). The right and left sleeves 
including pleats extending downwardly from longitudinal seams (5) on the sleeve and 
the pleats located near the body portion (figures 1 and 2). 

However, Inman fails to teach a front and rear longitudinal seams extending 
along the sleeves with darts extending from both of the longitudinal seams on each 
sleeve. Further, Inman fails to teach unconnected vertical pleats. 

With respect to the pleats in the sleeves being unconnected. Applicant has not 
provided in the specification any criticality or unexpected results arising from the pleats 
in the sleeves being unconnected. As long as the pleats provide the user that ability to 
extend and move their arms around comfortably while wearing the garment the pleats 
can be connected or unconnected as desired. 

Harvey teaches two longitudinal seams extending along an appendage portion of 
a garment with pleats (15) extending on both sides of the longitudinal seams (13). 

In regard to claim 8, Inman teaches the longitudinal seams extending along the 
sleeve portions are in register with each other (figures 1 and 2). It would have been 
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obvious that if the garment of Inman had two longitudinal seams on each sleeve portion, 
the right and left sleeve constructions Including the seam would be in register with each 
other. 

It would have been obvious to have provided the pleated coat of Inman with the 
second longitudinal seams on the sleeves of Harvey, since the second longitudinal 
seams provided on the sleeves of Inman would provide a pleated garment that has start 
and stop points of the pleated portions so that the pleats extend along specific locations 
providing increased movement of the garment. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-6 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 06/13/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

I). Applicant argues that Inman and Harvey fails to teach unconnected vertical 

pleats. 

With respect to the pleats in the sleeves being unconnected. Applicant has not 
provided in the specification any criticality or unexpected results arising from the pleats 
in the sleeves being unconnected. As long as the pleats provide the user that ability to 
extend and move their amis around comfortably while wearing the garment the pleats 
can be connected or unconnected as desired. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30 )Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571 ) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnatlon about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Alissa L. Hoey*^ 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3700 




